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POLI 372   International Political Economy  Fall 2016 
 
Instructor: Anas Malik                         
Office: Schott 712               
Office Hours: Thurs 1:15 pm – 2:30 pm, and by appt. 
Email: malik@xavier.edu              
Phone: x3227 
Credit Hours: 3.00 
 
Course Description 
 
 
Growing greenhouse gas emissions, dwindling forests, and loss of biodiversity pose 
enormous threats to the social ecological systems within which we all operate. 
Negotiating these shifts successfully require urgent political and economic adjustment by 
global and local institutions. How to understand sustainability and how to work towards it 
are central challenges for political and economic actors today. Institutions- the rules for 
governing these commons and other arenas of social action- have become a prominent 
scholarly focus. 
 
Consider water, a most basic life-giving resource. Water crosses boundaries of states, 
communities, properties, markets, and physical bodies. Governing our water necessarily 
requires different fields of knowledge, and an interdisciplinary approach. Consider also 
the dramatic shifts from new technologies, producing new possibilities of communication 
and collaboration. These also bring governance questions, around such issues as security, 
privacy, access, monitoring, and intellectual property. 
 
International political economy focuses on the intersections between states and markets, 
covering such areas as the effect of global economic activity on national interests, the 
durability and evolution of international regimes, and the changing international 
distribution of wealth and power. It includes attention to the formal and informal 
institutions that direct development, conflict, cooperation, and rivalry across national 
borders. These areas have policy implications for governance, business, and social action. 
The course will survey major theories and issues in international political economy, and 
pay particular attention to issues of governing the commons. 
 
This course expects reading at the upper-level undergraduate level. The theoretical 
material presented in the readings needs reflection, time, and effort to be absorbed. 
Falling behind will make it more difficult to assimilate key concepts and debates, and 
significantly impair prospects for success in the course. It is therefore imperative that 
students follow the reading schedule closely.  
  
 
Course Objectives 
 
-to survey issues and approaches in the study of international political economy 
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-to bring tools from the study of IPE to bear on questions of policy interest 
 
-to think critically about current and historical issues in the IPE using analytical material 
from the literature 
 
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Anderies, John and Marco Janssen (2013). Sustaining the Commons. Center for th Study 
of Institutional Diversity. Accessible from sustainingthecommons.asu.edu 
 
Cohn, Theodore (2016). Global Political Economy. 7th Edition. Boston: Longman. 6
th
 
edition. 
 
This is the major text for the course. Please read carefully and pay particular attention to 
the theoretical perspectives and research findings that are described. You are responsible 
for all assigned portions of this text. The expectation is that you, the student, will raise 
any elements that need clarification in class. 
 
 
In addition, the course will include regular selections from a variety of sources. These 
will be available through online documents, usually linked through the course Canvas 
site. All students are expected to visit Canvas to locate these materials. 
 
All readings should be completed before the class session for which they are assigned. 
 
Grading and Assessment 
Grades will be assigned based on percentage scores, as follows. 
 
                           A = 93% – 100%;  A- = 90% – 92%  
 
                           B+ = 87% – 89%;  B = 83% – 86%;  B- = 80% – 82%  
 
                           C+ = 77% – 79%;  C = 73% – 76%;  C- = 70% – 72%  
 
                           D = 60% – 69%;  F = Below 60% 
 
See Department Grading Guidelines supplement for additional details.  
 
Canvas Posts and Short Assignments  10% 
 
Short Canvas posts responding to specific instructions will be evaluated on a pass/fail 
basis. A pass is granted on each Canvas post if the student addresses the assignment 
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question and if the post is done on time. One late post a semester is accepted. Other late 
posts will count for half credit.  
 
Other short assignments include items related to your paper: your paper topic, annotated 
bibliography, working draft, and presentation. These are also graded on a pass-fail basis. 
Details on the minimum requirements for a “pass” for each short assignment will be 
given in class. Late assignments will receive half credit. 
 
Participation  10% 
 
Coming prepared to class is all-important as regular participation is expected of all 
students. To ensure informed participation, reading assignments must be completed 
before class. The instructor reserves the right to lower the course grade if there are more 
than three unexcused absences. Additional factors contributing to the participation grade 
include promptness, professionalism, overall improvement, and other intangibles, to be 
evaluated at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Midterm Exam 25 %  
 
Final Exam 25% 
 
The exams will feature questions drawn from course readings, assignments, and classes, 
and may include multiple choice, short answer, and essay portions. 
 
Paper 30%  
 
The course paper gives you an opportunity to further investigate a governance issue. It 
will be submitted in several iterations, including a topic, an annotated bibliography, an 
optional working draft, a peer-reviewed presentation to a small group, and the final paper. 
Further details will be given in class.  
 
Plagiarism is a serious infraction of university academic expectations. Campus-supported 
TurnItIn software may be used to ensure adherence to university guidelines. Questions 
should be referred to the instructor.  
 
 
Course Schedule    
 
Please note that all readings and assignments are to be completed before the class for 
which they are assigned. Note that all chapter readings are taken from the course 
textbook unless otherwise indicated. Certain assignments, such as Canvas posts, will be 
due by noon on the day before class. Further details will be posted on Canvas. Please note 
that changes and revisions to this schedule may be made at the instructor’s discretion. 
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Week Topic Readings Assignments Due 
Week 1 
Aug 24 
Overview, 
Disciplinary Study of IPE 
Syllabus  
  Water    
Week 2 
Aug 31 
The Anthropocene  Canvas post 
 
Introducing water and the 
commons 
Zetland, Ch. 1, 
Ch.7; Sust. Ch. 
1,2 
 
Week  3 
Sept. 7 
Action Arenas, Social 
Dilemmas 
Sust. Ch. 3-4 Canvas post 
 Water Sust. Ch .5  
Week  4 
Sept. 14 
IPE since WWII Ch. 1-3 Paper topic  
 Realism   
Week  5 
Sept. 21 
Liberalism 
Ch. 4 
Comp. advantage 
Canvas post: Coates on 
reparations 
 
Critical perspectives 
Ch. 5 
selections  
 
Week  6 
Sept. 28 
(class does not meet)  Annotated Bibliography 
    
Week  7 
Oct. 5 
Money Ch. 6 Canvas post 
 Trade Ch. 7  
Week 8 
Oct. 12 
Regionalism/Globalism 
Ch. 8 
 
 
    
Week  9 
Oct. 19 
Midterm   
    
Week  10 
Oct. 26 
MNCs Ch. 9  
    
Week  11 
Nov. 2  
Development Ch. 10 Canvas post 
 Food Security   
Week  12 
Nov. 9 
Debt Ch. 11 Canvas post 
 Presentations  Optional Working Draft 
Week 13 
Nov. 16 
 Ch. 12 Canvas post 
 extralegal IPE TBA  
Week 14 
Nov. 23 
THANKSGIVING  BREAK   
    
Week 15 
Nov. 30 
Scaling up: climate change Ostrom selection Final Paper 
 Social commons TBA  
Week 16 
Dec. 7 
Projections TBA  
    
 
